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Exceed Investments Marks One-Year Anniversary of its Exceed Defined Shield Index Fund

“Defined Outcome” Fund Delivers Market Exposure With Adjusted Risk and Reward Levels 
NEW YORK – April 18, 2016 – Exceed Investments, a New York-based boutique asset management firm pioneering "defined outcome" investing solutions, today marked the one-year anniversary of its Exceed Defined Shield Index Fund (“The Fund”; “The Shield Fund”) (Tickers: SHIIX, SHIEX), a large-cap based mutual fund that seeks to track the performance of the Nasdaq Exceed Defined Protection Index (“The Index”)(Ticker: EXPROT).
The Fund is a liquid, transparent investment vehicle designed to pursue clearly defined and controlled exposure to the S&P 500 Index.  It is constructed to provide a hedge to limit losses on an annualized basis in return for capping potential gains.  
The Shield Fund may be an effective tool for risk averse investors who are interested in investing in the market, yet concerned about tail risk events such as a market panic similar to the 4th quarter of 2008. The Fund utilizes options to shape risk/reward exposure for its investors, buying option positions on the S&P 500 that seek to limit losses to 12.5% while taking part in the S&P 500’s potential gains up to a 15% maximum on an annualized basis. The result is a passive, rules-based strategy engineered to mitigate losses in down markets, participate in potential up markets, and offer a tail risk hedge in extreme market downfalls.
“Investors tend to fear the unknown. Unfortunately, traditional market exposure is full of unknowns – market corrections occur without warning, with no telling how deep a drop will be or how long it will last. The Fund offers a solution to this uncertainty – a controlled market exposure that mitigates negative surprises,” said Joseph Halpern, CEO of Exceed Investments and Portfolio Manager of the Exceed Defined Shield Index Fund. “A clearly defined floor that seeks to mitigate losses may give investors a partial shield against both the economic and personal consequences of market downturns, so some may decide not need to leave the market when the going gets rough.  At the same time, the fund may benefit from bull markets as well, so there is less need for investors to try to time the market and take on more risk.”

Defined outcome strategies like The Shield Fund use preset protection and return levels to shape risk/reward controlled exposure to the S&P 500. The strategy is proactive, rather than reactive – seeking to provide protection and return levels set ahead of time, rather than in reaction to a particular market move.
“Historically, these powerful strategies were only available to institutions and high-net-worth individuals through costly and illiquid instruments offered by banks.  Our strategies at Exceed provide a defined, shaped exposure to the market within traditional products such as indexes, SMAs, and mutual funds, “added Mr. Halpern. “We have seen interest in the fund increase significantly during this current volatile market environment—as investors realize the viable benefits of defining their approximate investment floor. Having the added assurance that their investment may not go below that level, even if the S&P 500 drops further, is resonating with our clients.”

Based on the positive response to the Shield fund and a similar variable annuity also managed by Exceed, the firm intends to shortly launch its next fund, the Exceed Defined Hedge Index Fund.   The fund will seek to provide a 10% buffer on initial S&P 500 downside performance on an annual basis in exchange for limited enhanced upside potential. Although effective, this Fund is not yet available for investing.

For a copy of the Fund’s prospectus, please call (844) 800-5092.

About Exceed Investments LLC
Exceed Investments is a New York-based boutique asset management firm that offers defined outcome investments allowing for a shaped risk/return exposure. The firm provides controlled investments with pre-set characteristics, thereby tailoring to the needs of investors with risk tolerances that differ from direct market exposures. All Exceed solutions are standardized and rules based allowing for transparency of both investment and market exposure. The firm has partnered with Nasdaq to launch a family of defined outcome investment indexes and manages related investment strategies. To learn more please visit www.exceedinvestments.com. Follow us on twitter at www.twitter.com/exceedinvest and on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/company/exceed-investments-llc/.
###

Important Information and Risk Disclosure:
Before investing you should carefully consider the Fund’s investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. This and other information about the Fund is in the prospectus, a copy of which may be obtained by calling toll-free 1-844-800-5092. Please read the carefully before you invest.
Effective October 5, 2015, the Fund changed its name from “Exceed Structured Shield Index Strategy Fund” to “Exceed Defined Shield Index Fund”.
An investment in the Shield Fund is subject to risk, including the possible loss of principal. The Shield Fund may enter into financial instruments or transactions with counterparty risk. A counterparty may become bankrupt or otherwise fail to perform its obligations due to financial difficulties, jeopardizing the value of the Shield Fund’s investment. Derivative instruments, including options, may entail investment exposures that are greater than their cost would suggest, meaning that a small investment in a derivative could risk a large potential impact on the performance of the Shield Fund. Gains or losses from positions in hedging instruments, such as options, may be much greater than the instrument’s original cost. If a security or derivative is linked to the performance of an index, it may be subject to the risks associated with changes in that index. The Shield Fund may not be able to dispose of restricted, thinly traded and/or illiquid securities promptly or at reasonable prices. This may result in a loss to the Shield Fund. Performance of a non-diversified fund, which invests in fewer securities at any given time than a diversified fund, may be more affected by a decline or default by a single security than a diversified portfolio.

Options risk exists because the price of an option, which is a function of interest rates, volatility, dividends, the exercise price, stock price and other market factors, may change rapidly over time. The Shield Fund could experience a loss if securities underlying the options do not perform as anticipated. There may be an imperfect correlation between the prices of options and movements in the price of the securities, stock indexes or exchange traded funds hedged or used for cover which may cause a given hedge not to achieve its objective. Passive management risk exists as the Shield Fund is not “actively” managed. Therefore, the Shield Fund would not necessarily sell a security if the security’s issuer was in financial trouble or defaulted, or whose credit rating was downgraded, unless that security is removed from the relevant index. The Shield Fund is newly created and does not have a full calendar year performance record. There can be no guarantee that the investment objective will be met. 

The Fund does not attempt to, and should not be expected to, reflect the return of the S&P 500 Index though the value of shares may be influenced by multiple factors including, but not limited to, the return and volatility of the S&P 500 Index and/or dividend rate of the Index.
 
The put options used in the Fund’s strategy do not protect against declines between 0% and 12.5% and investors will bear all such losses. Further, while the EXPROT Index (and, thus the Fund) seeks to limit losses to 12.5% on an annualized basis, there is no guarantee that it will do so. The level of the upside cap (approximately 15%) will be affected by the timing of options purchases, sales or expirations, volatility and interest rates, among other factors. A put is an option contract giving the owner the right, but not the obligation, to sell a specified amount of an underlying asset or index at a set price within a specific time. A call is an option contract giving the owner the right, but not the obligation, to buy a specified amount of an underlying security at a specified price within a specified time.
 
The EXPROT is designed to provide investment returns that are correlated with, but less volatile than, those of the S&P 500 Index (“S&P 500”) and to allow an investment tracking the EXPROT Index to mitigate losses when the S&P 500 declines in exchange for accepting a limit on gains when the S&P 500 increases. The S&P 500 is a broad-based, unmanaged measurement of changes in stock market conditions based on the average of 500 widely held common stocks. One cannot invest directly in an index.
 
Foreside Fund Services, LLC, distributor.
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